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2 December 2021 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
 
As we enter the final weeks of 2021, and in the run-up to Christmas and other celebrations, 
we would like to thank you and your children and young people for continuing to play your part 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in Herefordshire and to keep our schools open. 
 
COVID-19 case rates in 5-10 and 11-16 year-olds have been consistently high during this 
Autumn term. Currently 1 in every 100 Herefordshire children aged 5-16 is testing positive 
each week and this rate is increasing.  
 
Chart 1: COVID-19 cases in Herefordshire by age (7 day rolling rate per 100,000 of the population)  

 
 
Whilst the health risks of COVID-19 infection to children and young people are thankfully low1, 
the impact of missed school is high2.  These high case rates in children and young people also 
increase the risk of spreading COVID-19 to those who are more vulnerable.  
 
From 30 November 2021, the government’s COVID-19 safety advice relating to the wearing 
of face coverings has changed for schools, colleges and nurseries. The following guidance 
now applies:  
 

 Pupils, staff and visitors to secondary schools and childcare settings are being 
“strongly advised” to wear face masks in communal areas. 

 Children and young people aged 11 and over, unless they are exempt, should wear a 
face covering when travelling on dedicated school transport to and from educational 
settings. Face coverings must be worn on all public transport. 

 
You can find out more about what you can do to keep safe by visiting 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/safehere. The webpage includes links to important information on 
how to test against COVID-19 and how to take up the offer of a vaccination. 
 
Thank you for continuing to play your part in helping to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in 
Herefordshire. 
 
Yours sincerely  
  

 
BECKY HOWELL-JONES  
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

 
CERI MORGAN 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR EDUCATION 

DEVELOPMENT AND SKILLS  
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